STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
To-day love could prepare an appalling indictment
of the wrongs and privations that bourgeois social
relations have inflicted upon it. The misery of the
world is economic, but that does not mean that it is
cash. That is a bourgeois error. Just because they are
economic, they involve the tenderest and most valued
feelings of social man. For the satisfaction of all the
rich emotional capabilities and social tenderness of
which bourgeois relations have deprived him, man
turns vainly to religion, hate, patriotism, fascism, and
the sentimentality of films and novels, which paint in
imagination loves he cannot experience in life. Because
of this he is neurotic, unhappy, sick, liable to the
mass-hatreds of war and anti-semitism, to absurd and
yet pathetic Royal Jubilee or Funeral enthusiasms and
to mad impossible loyalties to Hitlers and Aryan
grandmothers. Because of this life seems to him empty,
stale, and unprofitable. Man delights him not, nor
woman neither.
Bourgeois social relations, by transforming in this
way all tender relations between men to relations to
commodities, prepare their own doom. The threads
that bind feudal lord to liege, chief to tribe, patriarch
to household slave, father to son, because they are
tender are strong. But those that bind shareholder to
wage-employee, civil servant to taxpayer, and all men
to the impersonal market, because they are merely
cadi and devoid of tender relations, cannot hold.
The chief's laws are understandable. The fiat of a
man god is still a personal and affectionate command.
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